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 Program Application 

 
Mission 
Teach & Inspire recruits, helps place and supports highly effective new teachers of diverse cultural and 
professional backgrounds in high-need districts, schools and subject areas to ensure success for all 
students. 
 
Vision 
Teach & Inspire is designed to create a corps of determined education professionals committed to 
providing quality education for every child. By serving as instructors and role models for America’s youth, 
Teach & Inspire teachers represent the purpose of education—to provide each learner with the tools and 
inspiration to achieve their dreams. The program is supported by a US Department of Education 
Transition to Teaching grant. 
 
Program Overview  
Program participants receive a $650 scholarship to enroll in the American Board’s Passport to Teaching 
certification program prior to entering the classroom. After participants earn their initial teaching license 
through the Passport program, they receive a $1,000 stipend for completing all required pre-service 
preparation. New Teach & Inspire teachers receive professional support which includes a mentoring 
program and an online support network that allows teachers to exchange ideas and lesson plans. Teach & 
Inspire participants commit to teaching for 3 years in a high-need district, school and subject area. 
 
Teach & Inspire participants will: 
 

• Complete the ABCTE Passport to Teaching certification program 

• Fulfill all pre-service preparation requirements 

• Complete necessary requirements for state licensure 

• Commit to teaching in one of the designated Teach & Inspire districts in a high-need school for 
3 years 

• Participate in the mentoring program and online support network while teaching 

• Complete all required follow-up surveys throughout the program and 3 years teaching 
 
Eligibility  
Eligible applicants must: 
 

• Have a Bachelor’s degree in any subject area from an accredited college*  

• Have a 2.5 minimum GPA 

• Hold U.S. citizenship or permanent residency 

• Not have a renewable teacher licensure 
 

* For those with less than 3 years professional experience, degree field must match the subject area you wish to 
teach. Questions? Contact us. 
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Application Process 
After submitting a complete application packet by the given deadline, all components of the application 
will be reviewed by the Teach & Inspire Selection Committee. After this initial review, qualified 
applicants will be contacted to schedule a phone interview with Teach & Inspire program staff. Final 
selections for Teach & Inspire program participants will be based on the applicant’s interest in teaching 
in high-need schools, commitment level, and prior experience. Accepted applicants will be given a final 
date to either accept or decline the scholarship offer. Applicants who accept the program offer will begin 
the Passport to Teaching certification program immediately.  
 

Application Deadlines 
Applications for the 2008 Teach & Inspire program will be accepted and evaluated on a rolling basis until 
the final deadline, February 1, 2008. 
 

• Application including essays, resume, personal statement, and recommendation must be 
postmarked by February 1, 2008 

• Phone interviews will begin the week of February 11, 2008 

• Notifications of acceptance will be e-mailed and sent postal mail by February 22, 2008 

• Participants must sign the acceptance agreement by February 29, 2008 
 

Application Components 
Applications must be submitted through postal mail in one complete package (including the application 
form, professional resume, personal statement and essays). Only the transcript and letter of 
recommendation may be mailed separately. All documents must be postmarked by the official deadline. 
 

A complete application includes: 
 

• Completed application form 

• Professional resume 

• Personal statement (maximum 500 words)  

• Two essays (maximum 200 words each) 

• Letter of recommendation  

• Official transcript from undergraduate university/college  
 

Mailing Address 
Please send all application documents to: 
 

American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence 
Teach & Inspire 
1225 19th Street NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036 
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TEACH & INSPIRE APPLICATION FORM 
 

Note: ALL items are required unless otherwise noted. 
Please type or print clearly. Illegible handwriting may lead to the dismissal of an application. 

 

 
A. Applicant’s Contact Information 

 
1. Applicant’s Full Legal Name  
 

Prefix: _______First:____________________ Middle Initial:_____ Last:____________________________  
 
 
 
 

2. Gender _______  3. Applicant’s Social Security Number     _____-____-______  
 

4. Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) ______/_______/___________ 
            

5.  Telephone Number   (______) ______ - _________  □ cell  □ home □ work 
      

    Alternate Number (optional)  (______) ______ - _________  □ cell  □ home □ work 
 

6. E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Mailing Address  
 

No. & Street _______________________________________________________ Apt. #______ 
 

City____________________________________ State__________ Zip Code________________ 
 
 
 
                    
 
 

 

 

B. Applicant’s Personal Information 
 
1. Residency: 

□ U.S. Citizen     □ Permanent Resident, Country of Citizenship ____________________ 
  

2. Race/Ethnicity (Please select all that apply) 
 

□ African American  □ American Indian/Alaska Native   

□ Hispanic American          □ Asian/Pacific Islander American     

□ Caucasian                         □ Other       Please explain: ___________________________ 
 

3. Do you hold a renewable teaching license?   □ yes  □ no  
 
4. Do you hold an emergency, temporary, or one-year teaching license? 

□ yes  □ no  
 

5. Are you a:      □ Recent college graduate*  □ Career-changer 
  * received Bachelor’s degree in the last 3 years or this spring 
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C. Education History  
 

* Must submit official transcript from the college/university granting your undergraduate degree. 
 

College/University ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Degree Earned_____________________________ Major/Minor_________________________ 
 

Cumulative G.P.A.________ Begin Date (MM/YYYY) _____/_______ End Date  ____/______  
 

If applicable: 
 

College/University ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Degree Earned_____________________________ Major/Minor_________________________ 
 

Cumulative G.P.A.________ Begin Date (MM/YYYY) _____/_______ End Date  ____/______  
  

College/University ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Degree Earned_____________________________ Major/Minor_________________________ 
 

Cumulative G.P.A.________ Begin Date (MM/YYYY) _____/_______ End Date  ____/______  
 
 

D. Location Preferences 
 

Teach & Inspire is working in the following high-need school districts in Florida and Mississippi. While 
we cannot guarantee employment, we will work with your preferred school district to assist with the 
hiring process.  

 

Directions: Indicate your top 5 location preferences. (1= most desired, 5= least desired) 
* Learn more about each district by following their links at teachandinspire.org 
  

Florida  Mississippi              
 

____   Broward County                 

____   DeSoto County  

____   Duval County   

____   Gadsden County  

____   Hardee County 

____   Hillsborough County 

____   Miami-Dade County 

____   Polk County 

____   Volusia County  

 

____   Canton  

____   Clarksdale  

____   Coahoma County  

____   Coffeeville  

____   Greenville  

____   Drew 

____   Hancock County 

 
Pending MS Districts –   

____   Carroll County  

____   Columbus  

____   Greenwood  

____   Harrison County 

____   Humphreys County 

____   Jackson  

 

____   Hattiesburg  

____   Holly Springs  

____   Houston  

____   Indianola  

____   Moss Point  

____   Noxubee County 
 
 
 
You may only preference 

____   Jackson County  

____   Lee County   

____   Leflore County   

____   Neshoba County  

____   Nettleton  

____   North Panola  

 

____   Philadelphia  

____   Quitman County  

____   Senatobia  

____   South Panola  

____   West Bolivar  

____   West Tallahatchie  
 
 
 

2 pending districts. 

____   Richton  

____   South Delta  

____   Starkville  

____   Sunflower County  

____   Union 

____   Yazoo City  



Teach & Inspire  1225 19th St. NW, Ste 400, Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: (877) 669-2228/ Fax: (202) 261-2638  

www.teachandinspire.org 

     

 
E. Subject area Preferences 

 
As part of the Teach & Inspire mission, program participants must teach in a high-need subject area. 
 

Selecting the Best Subject Area for You: 
 

Because Teach & Inspire candidates must pass a rigorous content knowledge exam to earn the Passport 
to Teaching certification, it is highly recommended that you select a subject area in which you are either 
formally trained or have substantial work experience. If you are unable to pass the Passport to Teaching 
exams, you will be ineligible to teach in the 2008-2009 school year.  
 

Career Changers 
Below are some recommendations for selecting your subject area. These are only suggestions and do not 
represent the wide array of experience represented by Teach & Inspire applicants.  
 

• Interested in teaching secondary math? Applicants with a background in business, engineering, 
computer science, or accounting, may find they are best suited to teach math. 

• Interested in secondary subject-specific sciences? Backgrounds in medicine, engineering, environmental 
studies, or military experience can be helpful in teaching science. 

• Interested in secondary English & reading? Applicants with a background in journalism, library 
sciences, or with a liberal arts education may find themselves best suited for this subject area. 

• Interested in special education? Because certification in special education requires applicants to 
become dual-certified in elementary education and special education, we suggest that these 
applicants have prior experience with child development, students with special needs, or child 
protective services. 

 
Recent college graduates 
Individuals who have received their Bachelor’s degree within the last 3 years must have a degree in the 
subject area they wish to teach. There is the potential for several other degrees to have an appropriate 
number of credit hours to still qualify. For example, an individual with a Mechanical Engineering degree 
may have enough physics courses to teach physics. If you believe that you may have at least 15 hours in 
courses related to the subject you wish to teach, please request a transcript review by Teach & Inspire 
prior to completing an application. 
 
Directions: Place an “X” next to the subject area(s) you would most like to teach. 
 

____ Math (grades 6-12)  ____ English (grades 6-12) only available in Mississippi 
 

____ Chemistry (grades 6-12)  ____ General Science (grades 5-9) only available in Florida 
 

____ Biology (grades 6-12)  ____ Special Education (grades K-6) only available in Florida 
 

____ Physics (grades 6-12)      
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F. Applicant Agreement 

 

Applicant and Participant Responsibilities 
 
By signing this application, I agree to complete the following steps in order to qualify for and maintain 
membership in the Teach & Inspire Program:                        

 

Responsibilities Initial Below 

Enroll in the Passport to Teaching certification program 
within 2 weeks of program acceptance 

 

Work with ABCTE advisors to complete recommended study 
plan for exam preparation      

 

Prepare for and pass the teaching knowledge and subject 
matter Passport to Teaching certification exams    

 

Complete all required pre-service preparation requirements 
and participate in the arrangement of these requirements as 
necessary 

 

Teach for 3 years in the agreed-upon high-need district, school 
and subject area(s) 

 

Participate in the mentoring program during your first year of 
teaching 

 

Participate in the Teach & Inspire Support Network 
 

 

Complete and submit all data collection surveys in a timely 
manner during and after your 3 year commitment 

 

I agree to repay the $650 scholarship and $1,000 stipend if I 
choose to or am unable to complete my 3-year commitment in 
the agreed-upon high-need school district, school and subject 
area. 

 

 
          
Acknowledgement of Application  
 

I hereby certify that the information provided in this Teach & Inspire program application is, to the best 
of my knowledge, true and correct. I have not knowingly withheld any facts or circumstances that could 
jeopardize consideration of my application. I am aware that any misstatement, false representation, or 
other inaccuracy could subject me to penalties, including payment of damages, to the extent permitted 
under law. In addition, I authorize the postsecondary institution(s) I have attended or will attend to 
release to Teach & Inspire, my transcripts and other academic or financial information requested by 
Teach & Inspire for the purposes described above. By submitting this program application, I am giving 
Teach & Inspire permission to verify information submitted in this application.  
 

Applicant’s Signature – REQUIRED  
 

_____________________________________________________DATE ____________ 
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G. Personal Statement 

 
Each applicant is required to attach a one-page personal statement that answers the question below. The 
statement must be typed, single spaced, and cannot exceed 500 words. Be sure to include your full 
name at the top of the paper and to title the document “Teach & Inspire Personal Statement.” The 
statement should elaborate on the applicant’s relevant strengths, leadership experiences, interest in 
teaching and future goals. The personal statement must address the following question: 
 

What makes you a competitive candidate for the Teach & Inspire program? 
 

 
H. Short Essays 

 
Each applicant must also submit short essays answering the two questions below. Each essay must be 
typed, single spaced and cannot exceed 200 words per essay. Be sure to include your full name at the 
top of the paper and to title the document “Teach & Inspire Short Essays.” The two essays should be 
printed on one page. These essays should demonstrate your strength of character and writing skills. 
 

1. Describe a time when you had to overcome a considerable obstacle(s) in order to achieve 
your goal. Be sure to briefly explain a) the specific steps you took in order to overcome those 
challenges and b) how you expect to apply those same problem-solving skills in a classroom. 

 
2. Teaching in high-need school districts and schools often comes with unique challenges 
and opportunities. Describe your desire and conviction for becoming a teacher in a high-
need district, school and subject area.  

      

 
I. Transcript 

 
A complete application packet will include an official transcript from the accredited university or college 
that granted your undergraduate degree. The official transcript must be mailed to Teach & Inspire in an 
official unbroken sealed envelope with the registrar’s signature or school seal. Applications will not be 
considered until an official transcript is received and must be submitted no later than two weeks after the 
application deadline. 
      

 
J. Letter of Recommendation 

 
The letter of recommendation provides additional insight into your strengths and abilities from an 
outside perspective. The letter should be no longer than one page and should include the contact 
information for your reference. Recommendations may not be written by family members. Possible 
sources of recommendation may include a professional supervisor, academic advisor, professor, religious 
leader, or volunteer coordinator.  
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K. Professional Resume 
 
A professional resume should highlight professional and academic achievements that demonstrate 
relevant knowledge and skills. The resume may include sections on education, work experience, 
leadership, professional awards, skills and language ability. The resume must be typed and follow a clear 
format. Please limit resume length to one page. 
      

 
L. Contact Us  

 
Please contact Najla Husseini, Teach & Inspire Program Coordinator, regarding any questions or 
concerns. She can be reached by e-mail (nhusseini@abcte.org) or by phone (202-263-8351). 
      

 

M.  Application Checklist 
 

□ Completed application form 

□ One personal statement 

□ Two short essays 

□ Professional resume 

□  Letter of recommendation 

□ Official undergraduate transcript 

 


